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President - Gerry Neely ¢ Vice President - Marilyn Craig * Treasurer - Stacy Spencer
Newsletter Editor - Terri Melton & Erin McCorkle « Members at Large - Allen Rushing & Dennis Schmelz
Facebook Page - Marilyn Craig, Terri Melton and Stewart Penwell
Website Manager - Stephanie McCullum

UPCOMING MEETINGS / EVENTS

JUNE JULY
5 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular meeting 7-9pm 3 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular Meeting 7 - 9pm
6 Community Music Alliance (CMA) at 10 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular Meeting 7 - 9pm
New Albany Library - play 12 to 12:45pm 17 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular Meeting 7 - 9pm
7 Private wedding reception - small group 24 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular Meeting 7 - 9pm
play 2:15 to 4:15 - Community Hope Church 31 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular Meeting 7 - 9pm

of Nazarene, Corydon
10 Joe Rhodes Senior Center - play 11:30 to 12:15

, We have also been invited to play at the Brass Rabbit
12 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular meeting 7-9pm

Vintage Market in Sellersburg on October 4,

19 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular meeting 7-9pm a new gig for us.

26 Slow Jam 6pm - Regular meeting 7-9pm The meeting on May 29 will include a discussion

29 Scottsville Christian Church about ideas for the 2026 Retreat. If you can't make it to
7857 Scottsville Rd, Floyds Knobs the meeting, send ideas to the Retreat Committee.

Play 10am - be there 9:30
OTHER EVENTS

- Kentucky Music Week - June 22-27 in Bardstown, KY « TBD - PAL Wow, Squire Boones Cavern

- FREE CONCERT featuring Keltricity on Wednesday June 4 at 6pm in Sam Peden Community Park in New
Albany. This is part of a Floyd County Parks and Recreation music series. More info at www.floydcountyparks.org

+ Pickin' in Paristown, a free series of Bluegrass music concerts in Louisville. More info at www.paristown.com/

pickin » For a more complete listing of Dulcimer Festivals check the internet at www.dulcimer.net, www. dpnews.com

and dulcimercrossing.com.



https://www.floydcountyparks.org/
https://www.paristown.com/pickin
https://www.paristown.com/pickin

4 Things 2 Practice

Do you know the most important question that
you can ask as a dulcimer student? | believe it is,
“What should | be practicing?” That’s right! How you
answer this question will determine your progress and
enjoyment in making music. So | am sharing a solid
plan on what to practice on your dulcimer (or any
instrument, really) every day to become a well-rounded
musician. This plan centers around 4 practice pillars:

« Technique

» Tunes

« Memorization
- Playing by Ear

If you're looking for a practice routine that will
take your playing to the next level, this will work. So
let’s unpack the plan to see how it goes.

# 1: Technique

In music, technique refers to your ability to
efficiently control your body’s movements so they
produce the desired sounds. The key to developing
dexterity in your fingers and hands is taking baby
steps. | like to call that "Drills for Skills." You might ...

- Work on scales, making sure each note sounds
clearly.

+ Learn basic chords.

« Learn all the positions of each chord.

- Work on special techniques, such as the hammer-
on and hammer-off for mountain dulcimer players,
and arpeggios or the multiple-bounce roll for
hammered dulcimer players

# 2: Tunes

Now where’s the fun of practicing techniques if
not to use them to play songs you really enjoy. | like to
divide my tune practice time this way.

- | review old tunes, especially the “just-in-case”
tunes | keep in my back pocket for when someone
asks me to perform.

- | polish tunes that aren’t quite ready to leave the
house

- | select and start new tunes so | feel challenged
and don’t get bored.

# 3: Memorization
There are several reasons why you should memorize
tunes.

- You aren’t always going to have your tabs along,
so it’s good to know some tunes by heart.

« Memorization frees up the minds of performers so
they can focus on things the more musical
aspects of a tune and play with greater
expression.

» Memorization keeps your brain young, and we all
need that!
# 4: Playing by Ear

This develops the ability to recognize the
melodic and harmonic sounds and patterns by ear and
play them without sheet music. | usually start by
picking out the melody, and then add the chords to a
tune | really want to learn. If | am having trouble
coming up with a proper sounding arrangement, |
might consult my keyboard sheet music to nail down a
troubling chord progression. But | have found, the
more you work out the notes on your own, the easier it
will get.

So instead of scouring the internet for the tabs
to a tune you want to learn, why don’t you just work it
out for yourself. You will end up with an original
sounding arrangement that will amaze even yourself!

JUNE BIRTHDAYS!!
Sara Allen 6/7
Geneva Fry 6/4

| Frank Hodges 6/1

» & Ashlynn Kappel 6/16

. Mareva Spencer 6/15

z

M ﬁ Sherrill Wolfe 6/10

THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Please pray for Terri Melton’s daughter-in-
law Debra McCoskey-Reisert who has
been diagnosed with Breast Cancer. Pray
for our Country and it'’s Leaders.

HAVE A LAUGH
[ e Wb THEY DID A GREAT JoB
PRESERVING HIM
>
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www.corydondulcimersociety.com
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